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Fire of love and Smoke 

My Devotional Experience 

by Lingxiao Zhang 

“On the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent 
of the testimony. And at evening it was over the tabernacle like the appearance of fire 
until morning. So it was always: the cloud covered it by day and the appearance of fire 
by night. And whenever the cloud lifted from over the tent, after that the people of 
Israel set out, and in the place where the cloud settled down, there the people of Israel 
camped” (Numbers 9:15-17).


As soon as the tabernacle is finished, God immediately comes to fill it with His 
presence, with visible signs that His Majesty resides there. He comes cloaked, He is 
within the cloud. We have a sure Guide, who is this cloud during the day and pillar of 
fire during the night. What is this pillar of fire, it is sacred love, which becomes more 
glowing during the dark night of faith.


The more we believe in the all power of God and His love for men, the more we let 
ourselves be conducted by Him and love Him purely, the more we will be illuminated as 
to the truths that are contained in the mystical sense of the sacred scriptures. As Jesus 
Christ said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. 
And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest 
Myself to him (John 14:21).” 


You may ask: how do we love God and know Him more and walk in the presence of 
God? It is very simple. It is only the turning and yielding of your heart to the Lord. It is 
the expression of love within your heart for Him. Set your mind on Jesus Christ and 
return to Him whenever you have wandered away. The heart is all important if we are to 
go forward in Christ. It is by the Lord gaining your heart, and no other way. “My son, 
give me your heart, And let your eyes observe my ways (Proverbs 23:26).” What does it 
mean to give your whole heart to God? To give your whole heart to God is to have your 
soul always centered on Him. It is in this way we are conformed to His will. How do we 
start?


If you were a beginner in Christ seeking to know Him, I suggest two ways for you to 
come to the Lord. The first way is “praying the Scripture” while the second way 
“beholding the Lord” or “waiting in His presence.” “Praying the Scripture” is a unique 
way of dealing with the Scripture; it involves both reading and prayer. You are seeking 
to find the Lord in what you are reading, in the very words themselves. Here is how you 
should begin. Turn to the Scripture; choose some passage that is simple and practical. 
Next, come to the Lord quietly and humbly. There, before Him, read a small portion of 
the passage of Scripture you have opened to. Take in fully, gently and carefully what 
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you are reading. Taste it and digest it as you read. In the past it may have been your 
habit, while reading, to move very quickly from one verse of Scripture to another until 
you had read the whole passage. Perhaps you were seeking to find the main point of 
the passage. But in coming to the Lord by means of “praying the Scripture”, you do not 
read quickly; you read very slowly. To receive any deep, inward profit from the 
Scripture, plunge into the very depths of the words you read until revelation, like a 
sweet aroma, breaks out upon you. You may then want to take that portion of Scripture 
that has touched you and turn it into prayer. After you have sensed something of the 
passage and know that the essence of that portion has been extracted and all the 
deeper sense of it is gone, then, very slowly, gently and in a calm manner begin to read 
the next portion of the passage. If you follow this course, little by little you will come to 
experience a very rich prayer that flows from your inward being. 


Let’s move to the second way “beholding the Lord” to encounter Christ. It also makes 
use of the Scripture, but you come to the Lord in a totally different way. Perhaps at this 
point I need to share with you the greatest difficulty you will have in waiting upon the 
Lord. It has to do with your mind. The mind has a very strong tendency to stray away 
from the Lord, Therefore, as you come before your Lord to sit in His presence, 
beholding Him, make use of the Scripture to quiet your mind. First, read a passage of 
Scripture. You begin by setting aside a time to be with the Lord. When you do come to 
Him, come quietly. Turn your heart to the presence of God. You turn to Him by faith. By 
faith you believe you have come into the presence of God. Next, while you are before 
the Lord, begin to read some portion of Scripture. As you read, pause. The pause 
should be quite gentle so that you may set your mind on the Spirit . You have set your 
mind inwardly on Christ. You are reading in order to turn your mind from outward things 
to the deep parts of your being. You are there to experience the presence of your Lord. 
While you are before the Lord, hold your heart in His presence. By faith you can hold 
your heart in the Lord’s presence. Now, waiting before Him, turn all your attention 
toward your spirit. Do not allow your mind to wander. If your mind begins to wander, 
just turn your attention back again to the inward parts of your being. You will be free 
from wandering and free from any outward distractions, and you will be brought near 
God. “Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and 
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” (John 
14:23).” The Lord once promised to come and make His home within you. He promised 
to meet those who worship Him and who do His will. The Lord will meet you in your 
spirit. Once your heart has been turned inwardly to the Lord, you will have an 
impression of His presence. You will be able to notice His presence more acutely 
because your outer senses have now become very calm and quiet. Your attention is no 
longer on outward things or on the surface thoughts of your mind; instead, sweetly and 
silently, your mind becomes occupied with what you have read by that touch of His 
presence. And you will be fed by what you have read. “Your words were found, and 
I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart (Jeremiah 15 
:16).” 
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What about distractions? let us say your mind begins to wander. Once you have been 
deeply touched by the Lord’s spirit and are distracted, be diligent to bring your 
wandering mind back to the Lord. This is the easiest way to overcome external 
distractions. Don’t try to deal with it by changing what you are thinking, you will only 
irritate your mind. Instead, withdraw from you mind! You must allow your mind to rest. 
Out of a love for the Lord you exert your will to hold your mind quietly before Him. 
Keep turning within to the Lord’s presence. By doing this you will win the war with your 
wandering mind and yet never directly engage in the battle! As you begin this spiritual 
pilgrim you will discover that it is difficult to bring you mind under control. Why is this? 
Because through many years of habit your mind has acquired the ability to wander all 
over the world just as it pleases. Be assured that as your soul becomes more 
accustomed to withdrawing from external objects and turn within, this process will 
become much easier. There are two reasons that you will find it easier each time to 
bring your mind under subjection to the Lord. One is that the mind, after much 
practice, will form a new habit of turning deep within. The second is that you have a 
gracious Lord! The Lord gives you the experience of enjoying His presence. He 
touches you, and His touch is so delightful that, more than ever, you are drawn 
inwardly to Him.


Temptation is the same thing. One way to conquer it is for your soul to turn all of its 
attention and energies within to Christ. When your soul is turned within, it actually 
becomes separated from your external senses and the self. Your main concern is with 
the presence of Jesus Christ and lies in dwelling continually upon the God who is 
within you. God will cause you to experience a natural subduing of the fresh! You can 
be sure of this: The Christian who has faithfully give himself up to the Lord will soon 
discover that he also has laid hold of a God who will not rest until He has subdued 
everything! Your Lord will put to death all that remains to be put to death in your life. All 
you need to do is remain steadfast in giving your utmost attention to God. He will do all 
things perfectly. It is true that what you see and what you hear are continually 
supplying your busy imagination with new subjects. They keep your thoughts jumping 
from one subject to another. Therefore, there is a place for discipline concerning what 
you see and hear. But be at peace, God will teach you about all this. All you need do is 
follow His Spirit. By withdrawing from outward objects, you will constantly draw nearer 
to God. The closer you are to God, the more you receive His nature. The more you 
receive His nature, the more your will draw upon His sustaining power. The nearer you 
draw to the Lord, the farther you are removed from sin. By simply turning within to your 
spirit, you begin to acquire the habit being near to the Lord and far from all else.


You will find great joy in knowing that your Lord is within you and that you can find Him 
and enjoy Him in your inmost being. Your purpose is to pursue that inward life. You are 
turning from your created nature, outward things and returning to the inner most 
portions of your being where the Lord has come to reside. As you continue holding 
your soul deep in your inward parts, you will discover that God has a magnetic 
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attracting quality! The Lord naturally draws you more and more toward Himself. You 
can see this principle in the natural elements. The center of anything always exerts a 
very powerful drawing force. That fact is even more true in the spiritual realm. Your 
soul, once it begins to turn inward, is brought under this same central tendency. It 
gradually falls toward its proper center, which is God. The soul needs no other force to 
draw it than the weight of love. The longer you continue to turn inward to God, the 
nearer you are drawn to Him and more firmly you cling to Him. The more passive and 
peaceful you remain, the more quickly you will advance toward God. The freer you are 
from exerting your own effort, the more quickly you will move toward your Lord. As you 
move toward the center, the Lord also purifies you of all the things that are not Him. 
But remember, this is His activity, not yours. The only thing which you can do and 
should attempt to do is to keep withdrawing yourself from external objects. Keep 
turning within to your spirit, you are capable of that much cooperation with divine grace 
to continue firmly holding to your Lord. When you are thus turned toward God, you find 
it easy to return there again and again. Consequently, you are further removed from the 
activities of natural man. By moving into your center again and again, it becomes 
natural, even habitual, you live before the Lord! In the past it was natural for you to live 
on the surface of your being; now it will be your habit to live in the center of your being 
where you Lord dwells.


When you come to the Lord, gradually learn to have a quiet mind before Him. One of 
the most important things you can do is to cease any self-effort. In this way, God 
Himself can act all alone. “Be still and know that I am God (Psalm 46:10).” This verse 
gives you an insight into your own mind. Your self-nature becomes so pleasantly 
attached to its own efforts that it simply cannot believe that anything is going on within 
your spirit. Unless the mind is able to feel and understand, it refuses to believe the 
spirit is having experience. The reason you are sometimes unable to feel God’s working 
within you is that the work is fully within the realm of the spirit, and not in the mind. 
Sometimes God’s workings in you are quite rapidly, and yet the mind is not even aware 
that you are making progress. The working of God in you, always increasing more and 
more, are absorbing the workings of yourself, until the fullness of grace completely 
stills the activity of the self. Therefore, you see why it is of the greatest importance that 
you remain as quiet as possible. This must be your attitude in prayer. You must act this 
way, especially in the beginning. Draw ever so gently, the sense of the Lord’s presence 
has been given to allure you into a restful experience of love. It has not been given to 
you to stir up an activity of the self. When you have become calm and peaceful before 
the Lord, you now begin to touch on an experience of complete rest before God. The 
mind is at rest; The soul is at rest; the whole being has come to a gentle, quiet and 
peaceful calm before God. Nothing disturbs it. At first you will experience this only 
occasionally, but eventually your soul will come to experience this state of rest 
frequently. Be sure of this: Your soul will be led into this quiet place of rest without 
effort, without trouble, and without skill. And all you need to do is to continue with the 
Lord each day, waiting for Him to deepen your experience with Him. The interior life, 
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that is, the inward life of the spirit that realms within you, is a place of peace. It can only 
be gained by love.


If you remain faithful in the things touched on up until now, you will feel the Lord Jesus 
gradually taking possession of your whole being, it is true that you will begin to enjoy a 
sense of His presence. Both the prayer with which you first began and a sense of His 
presence which comes with that prayer, will eventually become a normal part of your 
daily experience. While in this inward silence, God pours into you a deep, inward love 
that will fill and permeate your whole being.


“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God (Romans 8:14).” 
The soul can be active and yet utterly silent. This is because it is the Lord Himself who 
has become the mover of the soul. The soul can be active after its own things, or it can 
wait until something deeper stirs, following the Spirit wherever it goes. The soul should 
yield to the leading of the Spirit within and be faithful to act only when the Spirit moves. 
The Spirit never exalts the self-nature. The soul, following its own inclination, so often 
does exalt the self. What does the Spirit do? The Spirit moves forward, plunging 
toward the ultimate end. It is union with God. Therefore, let the soul do nothing of itself. 
The soul must simply follow the Spirit until it reaches its ultimate end! When your soul 
is active on its own then by its very nature its activity is forced and strained! Oh! All is 
so different when the soul is responding the moving of the Spirit, responding to 
something far deeper within your being. When the soul is responding to the Spirit, the 
action is free, easy and natural. It will seem that you are putting forth almost no effort at 
all. Listen to your soul as it says, “I am willing with all the power of my being that the 
desire of God be accomplished within me. I am willing to be here, ceasing from all my 
activity and all of my power, so that God might have His desire of fully possessing me.” 
When the soul has done this, it has taken the action of total surrender to another will, 
the Divine Will. Once your soul has turned within and once your mind is set on the 
Spirit, from that moment on the inward attraction of the Lord’s Spirit is very powerful. 
The truth is nothing is as quick to return to its center as it is the soul to the Spirit. The 
soul is following the Spirit naturally, peacefully and spontaneously. It is full of peace. 
Therefore, hold your soul at peace. The more peaceful your soul is, the more quickly it 
is able to move toward God, its center. The soul is yielded to the Spirit, and it is the 
Spirit that is moving and directing! “Draw me, We will run after your (Song of Songs 
1:4).” When the young maiden said this, she was speaking, first of all, of her spirit, the 
center of her being. It is the spirit which is being drawn. The Lord speaks to your spirit; 
He calls you to follow Him by drawing your center where there is only Himself. So your 
spirit is attracted first. You, in turn, follow the attraction of the center. You do so by 
turning your attention and all the powers of your soul on Him. “Draw me”, see the 
oneness of your center, your spirit, as it is drawn to Him who is the very inner most part 
of your center. “We will run after You,” see how the senses and powers of the soul 
follow the attraction of the center. We are not promoting the idea that the soul should 
be lazy or inactive. We are encouraging the highest activity the soul can engage in total 
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dependence on the Spirit of God. This should always be your main concern. Moreover, 
God desires you always become that. It is “in Him alone that we live and move and 
have our being (Acts 17:28).” This simple, humble dependence on the Spirit of God is 
necessary above all other things. Yield yourself to the guidance of the Spirit of God. By 
continuing to depend upon His action, and not that action of the soul, the things you 
do will be of value to God. Only what you do in this way is of value to God and to His 
work on this earth. An activity that comes as a result of following the Spirit is more 
praise-worthy than any other activity coming from any other source. Whatever is 
produced from God’s Spirit is divine. Whatever comes from self, no matter how good it 
appears, is still only human, still only the self.


“Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was 
given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne (Revelation 8:3).”  It is the Apostle John who 
speaks of prayer as being an incense whose smoke ascends to God and is received by 
Him. As you come to the Lord, pour out your heart in the presence of God. Prayer is 
the outpouring of your heart to Him. ”I have poured out my soul before the LORD (1 
Samuel 1:15).” This outpouring is an incense, and this incense is a total giving of 
yourself to Him. What is prayer? Prayer is a certain warmth of love. Ah, but more! 
Prayer is melting! Prayer is a dissolving and an uplifting of the soul. This warmth of 
love, this melting, this dissolving and uplifting causes the soul to ascend to God. As the 
soul is melted, sweet fragrances begin to rise from it. These fragrances pour forth from 
a consuming fire of love, and that love is in you. It is a consuming fire of love in your 
inmost being, a fire of love for God. An illustration of this incense, this love, and this 
pouring forth is found in the Song of Songs. The young maiden says,” While the King 
was at His table, my perfume gave forth its fragrance (Song of Songs 1:12).” The table 
referred to here is the inmost part of your being, your spirit. And there in your spirit God 
dwells. Oh, when you have learned how to dwell there with Him, His divine presence 
dissolves the hardness of your soul. And as that hardness of your soul melts, precious 
fragrances pour forth from it! 


This giving up of self is essential, if you are to experience, and continually dwell in the 
depths of Jesus Christ. It is only by the destruction and annihilation of self that you can 
pay homage to the sovereignty of God! It is by the utter destruction of self that you 
acknowledge the supreme existence of God. The hour must come when you cease all 
living in the realm of the self! You must cease to exist in self so that the Spirit of the 
Eternal Word may exist in you. By the giving up of your own life, you make way for His 
coming! And it is in your dying that He lives! You must surrender your whole being to 
Jesus Christ ceasing to live any longer in yourself, so that He may become your life. 
“For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3).” “But 
the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  God is Spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24).”
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The Spirit seeks only what is the will of God! God’s will is that you be saved; His will is 
that you will be perfect. Therefore, the Spirit is interceding in you for all that is 
necessary for your perfection. If the Spirit is fully able to care for all you need, why 
should you burden yourself with unnecessary cares? Why weary yourself with so much 
activity, never stopping to enter the rest of God?  “Can a woman forget her nursing 
child, and not have compassion on the son of her womb? surely they may forget, Yet I 
will not forget you (Isaiah 49:15).” How much comfort there is in these words! Who, 
after hearing this, will fear abandoning himself wholly to the call of God? Come to know 
the joy of listening to God in this way. 


May the fire of love and smoke bring you to Him. “Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord 
(Zechariah 2:13).”
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